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MINUTES of Water Advisory Committee  
For Meeting of March 4, 2002 

 
 
Attendees:  Joe Gaffney, City of Rohnert Park 
   John Nelson, Water Resources Management 
   Ron Theisen, Marin Municipal Water District 
   Tom Hargis, City of Petaluma 
   Virginia Porter, City of Santa Rosa 
   Mike Martini, City of Santa Rosa 
   Miles Ferris, City of Santa Rosa 
   Randy Poole, Sonoma County Water Agency 
   Al Mazza, City of Sonoma 
   Al Bandur, City of Sonoma 
   Dave Pinsky, City of Santa Rosa 
   Krishna Kumar, Sonoma County Water Agency 
   Pam Jeane, Sonoma County Water Agency 
   Lynn Hulme, Sonoma County Water Agency 
   Tim Anderson, Sonoma County Water Agency 
   Jay Jasperse, Sonoma County Water Agency 

Pam Torliatt, City of Petaluma 
   George Roberts, Forestville Water District 
   Matt Mullan, Town of Windsor 
   Chris DeGabriele, North Marin Water District 
   Dave Willer, Valley of the Moon Water District 
   Lee Harry, Valley of the Moon Water District 
   Syed Rizvi, North Marin Water District 
   David Bentley, North Marin Water District 
   Toni Bertolero, City of Cotati 
   Jane Bender, City of Santa Rosa 
   Steve Simmons, City of Petaluma 
   Jack Gibson, Marin Municipal Water District 
   Pam Nicolai, Marin Municipal Water District 
 
 
Public Attendees: Jim Downey, Penngrove/Kenwood Water District 
   Ann Maurice, Ad Hoc Committee for Clean Water 
   Bob Anderson, United Winegrowers 
   Brenda Adelman, Russian River Watershed Protection Committee 
   Ray Peterson 
   Geoffrey Cartwright 
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A. Call to Order 
 
 Miles Ferris, City of Santa Rosa, called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. 
 
 
B. Introductions 
 
 The attendees made introductions. 
 
 
C. Public Comment 
 
 Brenda Adelman, Russian River Watershed Protection Committee, expressed 
concern about comments made at the workshop regarding gravel mining.  She said that 
gravel mining does affect the aquifer and that it looks bad to say that it has no effect.  She 
also said, concerning water quality, that standards are changing and the term is relative. 
 Geoff Cartwright, Petaluma, said the 11th Agreement focused too much on selling 
water that we don’t have. 
 Ann Maurice, Ad Hoc Committee for Clean Water, said that there is an 
overemphasis on gravel mining that overshadows other important topics like land use, 
extraction, and use of chemicals.  She asked what the procedure was if the Agency did 
find chemicals in the water, and recommended that the agency reach out to the public to 
help avoid chemicals adjacent to the collectors. 
 
D. Approval of February 4, 2002 Minutes 
 
 Pam Torliatt, City of Petaluma, made some corrections to the minutes and then 
motioned to approve them.  Lee Harry, Valley of the Moon Water District, seconded the 
motion. 
 
 
E. Request SCWA compile MOU Table 1 Compliance report  
by each signatory 
 
 Lynn Hulme, Sonoma County Water Agency, handed out a memorandum with 
tables showing MOU compliance by the contractors.  She went through the memorandum 
and explained some of the tables.  She reported that various contractors had suggested 
that three additional items be included in the next report: local production capacity in 
million gallons per day, table 1 going back to the year 2000 comparing average use and a 
table showing cost effective recycled water projects. 
 Ms. Torliatt asked if the Agency enforced the MOU.  Mr. Ferris said that no one 
was designated to enforce the MOU, but that the Agency has been compiling information 
for the WAC.  Ms. Torliatt said someone needed to keep track of the MOU in its entirety, 
not just give updates.  Randy Poole, Sonoma County Water Agency, reminded the 
committee that the Agency provided information regarding the MOU, not police the 
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contractors.  Ms. Torliatt asked who put together information for the contractors about 
the MOU.  Mr. Poole said that this report is what is available now, and that the 
contractors were welcome to call each other for updates. 
 Mr. Harry said much of the information that Ms. Torliatt was looking for, 
including local capacity, is public record.  Ms. Torliatt suggested that a person be 
designated to call the contractors to make sure everyone is in compliance.  She asked if 
local capacity was part of the MOU, and Mr. Ferris answered no.  John Nelson, Water 
Resources Management, said consideration of existing local capacity was taken into 
account in tables of the MOU.  
 Ms. Adelman said in July of 2001 when the energy crisis was occurring, it wasn’t 
a very hot summer and when it is a hot summer, the numbers are running close to 
capacity.  Joe Gaffney, City of Rohnert Park, said there were mechanisms in place to 
avoid running close to capacity during the hotter summers.   Mr. Cartwright suggested a 
groundwater study to identify why wells were going dry.  Ms. Maurice said a policy 
should be in place to update the public on the happenings at the Water Agency.  Mr. 
Gaffney said he thought the Sonoma County Water Agency did a good job of making 
information available to the public last summer.  Mr. Harry said the contractors have their 
own governing bodies that are aware of sustainability of ground water, and that the public 
should be aware of their local government’s information. 
 Ms. Torliatt requested that a list be kept of how much everyone produced in local 
product while taking off the aqueduct.  Al Mazza, City of Sonoma, said groundwater is 
the responsibility of each area, and each area should do their work.  Ms. Torliatt said that 
a comprehensive list would give everyone a better picture of what is going on 
countywide.  Ms. Maurice asked the committee to educate the public that they are part of 
the solution, and that usage is a problem.  Mr. Ferris said the committee would try to get 
this done.  Tom Hargis, City of Petaluma, asked Mr. Poole if the MOU for the impaired 
water supply required that each agency product the maximum amount committee to.  Mr. 
Poole replied that it did not. 
 
 
F. Final Water Transmission System Budget and 
Proposed Water Rates for FY 02-03 
 
 Krishna Kumar, Sonoma County Water Agency, gave a PowerPoint presentation 
and passed out paper copies of the slides for the attendees to follow along with.  He went 
over each of the slides. 
 Regarding slide 5 “Total Annual Deliveries,” Bob Anderson, United 
Winegrowers, asked if other contractors such as Windsor were included in the surplus.  
Mr. Kumar said yes. 
 There was some discussion on the cost of electricity under the budget and Mr. 
Kumar reiterated that the proposed expense on electricity was 5.3 million dollars. 
 Regarding slide 19, Toni Bertolero, City of Cotati, asked how much money could 
be pulled off annually.  Mr. Poole answered the Agency would distribute the amount that 
has been set aside, and referred her to slide 8 to see the proposed allotment.   
 There was more discussion about slide 25, and what constituted a nice level of 
reserve.  Ms. Bertolero asked, concerning the aqueduct funds, if everyone pays equally 
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for storage through the Agency, how do you get a tank included?  Pam Nicolai, Marin 
Municipal Water District, said that tanks are never built on site; they are built where they 
will best benefit everyone.  Mr. Ferris said that under the Agreement, contractors are 
required to have their own storage.  Mr. Harry said individual level of storage outside 
common facilities determines extraneous storage. 
 Mr. Kumar ended the presentation.  Mr. Ferris cautioned the committee that after 
the November election, the state would be looking to recover 40-80 billion dollars of debt 
through rate increase.  Ms. Maurice asked if solar power had been considered as a source 
of electricity.  Pam Jeane, Sonoma County Water Agency, said solar energy has been 
considered for smaller operations. 
 Chris DeGabriele, North Marin Water District, commended Mr. Kumar and Mr. 
Poole for the budget and motioned to approve.  Mike Martini, City of Santa Rosa, 
seconded.  The City of Petaluma abstained because the Council had an opportunity to 
review the budget at its last council meeting,  and the vote was unanimous. 
 Ms. Bertolero asked if L/R/T2 funds were separate from the O&M funds because 
Cotati wants them to be separate in the next agreement.  Ms. Nicolai said L/R/T2 funds 
were part of the O&M budget. 
 
 
G. Status of New Agreement Negotiation 

a) Comments from the Contractors on Proposed Water Responses to 
consider in negotiating New Agreement and Draft Vision Statement 

b) Oral Report on Workshop 3 
 
Mr. Ferris expressed his unhappiness with the last workshop.  He had hoped that officials 
and the public would be able to sit down and talk about ideas for the next agreement and 
instead, everyone ended up word-smithing.  He told the committee he had sat down with 
the list of 56 and roughly figured out the cost of implementing the ideas presented there.  
He figured out that the cost of implementing these ideas would result in a 125-155 dollar 
increase per acre/foot for each contractor.  He also suggested that at the next workshop, 
the contractors and the public be given a chance to sit sown and talk to each other. 
 Mr. Harry said he was disappointed that the workshop dissolved into a 
point/counterpoint.  He was also upset with the abrupt ending. 
 Ms. Nicolai said in order not to lose focus, the facilitator needed to make clear 
that issues would be outlined before the attorney’s get a chance to outline them.(?)  She 
also said she was disappointed that the agenda of the workshop changed from the WAC 
meeting to the workshop.  She believed the Board of Supervisors should address the 
variety of policies.   
 Ms. Adelman commented that broader topics would lead to less word-smithing. 
She held that putting monetary value on items was too much focus, and a better question 
would be “ What can we stop doing to preserve the watershed?” 
 Ms. Nicolai expressed displeasure over someone removing the SCWA Water 
Policy agenda item she requested to be on this meeting’s agenda.  She asked who had the 
authority to remove items from the agenda.  Mr. Ferris replied that he did.  Ms. Nicolai 
asked if he had removed it from the agenda and he said no.  She suggested a list be made 
of people who would like to receive reports SCWA reports.  It was decided that a 
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subcommittee would be formed to review the Draft SCWA Water Policy stateme nt and 
provide comments to the SCWA Board at the workshop on March 25, 2002. 
The committee is made up of the following people: Mike Martini, Chris DeGabriele, Lee 
Harry, Pam Torliatt and Pam Nicolai. 
 Ms. Adelman said that the workshops wouldn’t get a large turnout of ratepayers.  
Mr. Harry stated that ratepayers would come to the workshops if the costs go up.   
 Ms. Cartwright thought the problem was with the process, and that if the lawyers 
were already drafting the new agreement, the WAC wasn’t getting an opportunity to 
advise them. 
 Jack Gibson, Marin Municipal Water District, said the workshop should have a 
process to build consensus.  He thought that assigning values was premature.  He said 
drafting a new agreement at this point is premature and that when the time comes, a 
neutral party should draft the document. 
 Mr. Gaffney said a first draft by the Agency’s attorneys was a good start, and that 
issues could be added later.  He used the MOU as an example, as it took many revisions 
to find a consensus. 
 Ms. Maurice said the workshop was beneficial, as from disagreement comes 
compromise.  She asked how the public could obtain copies of the 11th Amended 
Agreement and suggested it be available at the Agency.  Mr. Nelson said members of the 
public could call him and he would make copies and information available.   
 Mr. Martini said the topics of gravel mining and water quality were too broad at 
the workshop, and that the role of the WAC in determining those policies needs to be 
clarified.  
 Mr. Nelson said the list of 56 possible responses was presented as a starting point 
and that he was looking for comments from the contractors to see where consensus was 
possible and what the most important remaining issues are. 
 Ms. Nicolai stated the whole issue is governance, and suggested the WAC refuse 
to accept the draft agreement being prepared by the Agency, and continue with their 
process.   
 Matt Mullan, Town of Windsor, said legalese confuses people and until an 
agreement on points is reached, the draft won’t be representative.  Once the content of the 
agreement is agreed upon, writing it will be easy. 
 Mr. DeGabriele suggested the contractors hold a round table regarding the list of 
56.  He said the agency and the contractors should develop their issues for the agreement. 
Mr. Ferris said he had hoped the last workshop would be a round table forum where the 
public and the contractors could have talked and gained a better understanding of the 
issues.   
 Ms. Torliatt said she thought the workshop had relatively good dialog.  She was 
shocked to hear the Agency attorneys were preparing the draft, when the issues to be 
included in the draft had not been identified.  She also said she was concerned about 
getting technical issues on the table from all of the contractors and the Water Agency so 
the public could respond to those issues.  Ms. Torliatt held that the WAC should let the 
Agency know that the contractors and the Agency should be sitting at the table discussing 
the issues at the same time before a draft agreement is put forward. 
 Ms. Adelman reminded the committee that the Board of Supervisors was holding 
a Water Policy meeting March 7 at 5:30.   
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   Ms. Nicolai said drafting an agreement ahead of the input does not inspire 
confidence in the parties.   
 Ms. Nicolai suggested that committee members be assigned to each Supervisor to 
be a liaison between the WAC and the Board of Supervisors.  Ms. Torliatt motioned that 
the WAC not accept the first draft of the agreement.  Mr. Martini seconded. 
 Mr. Nelson said he had not received enough feedback from the contractors to 
indicate where they stand on the issues.  Ms. Torliatt amended the motion to request the 
SCWA postpone the release of the Agency’s first draft until the WAC had finished its 
public workshop process, that the WAC continue with its public input process, and that 
the WAC will move forward on drafting its version of the points to be addressed in the 
new agreement.  Mr. Martini said the second stands. 
 George Roberts, Forestville Water District, volunteered support for the motion.  
MS. Torliatt asked whether the SCWA had participated verbally in during the public 
input process or had responded to any of the list of 56.  Mr. Nelson stated that the SCWA 
had not responded and that he had been told that SCWA staff members had been 
instructed not to participate in the workshop discussions.  The motion on the floor passed 
unanimously.   
 Mr. Anderson asked when it would be possible for the public to see a draft of the 
agreement.  Mr. Nelson said the fourth workshop was originally scheduled to be held 
after a draft agreement is available. Mr. Ferris proposed that the fourth workshop be a 
public discourse.  Mr. Martini said the WAC needs to sit down and discuss the issues 
themselves, and suggested the April meeting.  
 The meeting date was scheduled for April 8, 2002 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
 Mr. Nelson asked the committee members to please give him their positions on 
the list of 56 with additions before that date. 
 
 
H. L/R/T2 Subcommittee Meeting Report and Recommendations  
For FY 2002-03 funding 
 
 Mr. DeGabriele said the subcommittee met on February 27 to consider projects 
proposed by Windsor and NMWD for L/R/T2 funding from SCWA in the FY 2002-03 
budget.  The vote was 3 to 1 in favor of funding the projects.  Windsor is recommended 
to receive  $86,996 to help fund a 1.5 million dollar project, and NMWD is recommended 
to receive  $1,846,726 to support an 8 million dollar project.  Mr. Martini motioned to 
approve the funding and Mr. Gaffney seconded.  All contractors voted affirmatively 
except Petaluma which voted no because their council had not yet considered funding the 
L/R/T2 funding program. 
 
 
I. Other Business 
 
 There was no other business. 
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J. Items for the Next Agenda 
 
 There were no items for the next agenda. 
 
 
K. Adjourn 
  
 The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 
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DISTRIBUTION: 
          
Brenda Adelman, RRWPC Jake Mackenzie, City of Rohnert Park 
Bob Anderson, United Winegrowers Caroline Marker, City of Healdsburg 
Joyce Arnold, North Marin Water District Mike Martini, City of Santa Rosa 
Mike Ban, City of Petaluma Bill Massey, Forestville Water District 
Al Bandur, City of Sonoma Matt Mullan, Town of Windsor 
Jane Bender, City of Santa Rosa Gerry Nakano, West Yost 
Paul Berlant, Town of Windsor John Nelson, Water Resources Management 
Toni Bertolero, City of Cotati Joe Netter, City of Rohnert Park 
Jo Timmsen, Tell the Truth Steve Phelps, Marin Municipal Water District 
Janice Cader-Thompson, City of Petaluma Dave Pinsky, City of Santa Rosa 
Geoff Cartwright Randy Poole, Sonoma County Water Agency 
Gail Chavez, City of Santa Rosa Virginia Porter, City of Santa Rosa 
Colin Close, City of Santa Rosa Diane Reilly Torres 
Chris DeGabriele, North Marin Water District Syed Rizvi, North Marin Water District 
Jim Downey, Penngrove/Kenwood Water George Roberts, Forestville Water District 
Noreen Evans, City of Santa Rosa Bill Robertson, City of Healdsburg 
Miles Ferris, City of Santa Rosa Dana Roxon, Marin Municipal Water District 
Jim Flugum, City of Healdsburg Dale Shaddox, City of Cotati 
Joe Gaffney, City of Rohnert Park Steve Simmons, City of Petaluma 
Jack Gibson, Marin Municipal Water District Fred Stouder, City of Petaluma 
Tom Hargis, City of Petaluma Ron Theisen, Marin Municipal Water District 
Lee Harry, Valley of the Moon Water District Pam Torliatt, City of Petaluma 
Pam Jeane, Sonoma County Water Agency Dell Tredinnick, City of Santa Rosa 
David Keller John Wanger, City of Cloverdale  
Ruth Langridge Renee Webber, Sonoma County Water Agency 
Rose Leppert Dave Willer, Valley of the Moon Water District 
Robert Brownwood, California Dept. Health Services Michael Burgess, California Dept of Health Services 
Kiergan Pegg, Sonoma County Water Agency Diane Lesko, City of Santa Rosa 
Eve Perezselsky, Sonoma County Water Agency Pam Nicolai, Marin Municipal Water District 
Krishna Kumar, Sonoma County Water Agency Jay Jasperse, Sonoma County Water Agency 
Ellen Dowling, Sonoma County Water Agency Armando Flores, City of Rohnert Park 
Tim Anderson, Sonoma County Water Agency  
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